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MISSION | WHAT WE DO
CRYJ creates opportunities for
reflection, connection, &
empowerment for youth, 
victims, & families in the Flathead
Valley.

VALUES | WHAT MATTERS
Resilience | Accountability | Integrity
Collaboration | Inclusion | Relationships

VISION | OUR FUTURE
A community that values
and embraces all young
people while addressing
harm together.



DEAR COMMUNITY,
Dear 2020,

We see you. The way you tried to distract us with giant obstacles, unimaginable losses and deep concerns. The way we were each faced with challenges and

fears, some more familiar than others, but all profoundly unsettling. The way we had to muster deep reserves in our energy for weeks and months, and

innovate, adjust and generate, even while feeling unsure what was around the next corner.

You showed us a new kind of resolve and a different kind of strength. A place that was both deeply personal and collectively understood. We learned about a

different side of community in 2020 - one where we could support and rely on each other, whether we were physically in the same space or not. Distances

actually closed and barriers came down because we still found ways to connect and belong to each other.

As teens, teachers, parents, staff and volunteers...we figured out how to stay nimble on our feet. Looking back on the CRYJ year, we see a full calendar of

virtual conferences, circles and workshops, newly designed and constantly adapted. We see amazing generosity from donors, inspiration gained from

partners and fulfilling time we took for organizational “self-care”. 

Today, we feel sustained by hope and humor and health, grateful for unexpected opportunity and stronger for all we’ve learned of ourselves and each other.

Catherine Gunderson
Executive Director

Catherine Gunderson

Executive Director

Andrea Bachman

Training and Outreach

Director

Ben Johnson

Operations Director

Ashley Tetu

Program and

Garden Manager

Erin Goudreau

Program Manager and

Community Outreach

CRYJ TEAM



LIFE
SKILLS

RESTORATIVE JUSTICE

TEEN EMPOWERMENT

CRYJ's juvenile justice diversion program is
rooted in RESTORATIVE JUSTICE
philosophies and promotes meaningful
accountability and healing between teens,
families, victims & the community. 

CRYJ'S EMPOWERMENT
WORKSHOPS provide teens with
opportunities to learn new life skills through
facilitated group reflections, activities &
projects. 

JOB
SKILLS

STRESS
MANAGEMENT

HEALTHY
DECISION
MAKING

WHAT IS CRYJ?

Flathead County Youth
Court can refer a teen

to CRYJ

A schoold
administrator can

refer a teen to CRYJ

A parent or other
community member can

refer a teen to CRYJ 

A MISTAKE IS MADE, HARM IS CAUSED

Restorative
Conferences

Accountability
Meetings

Community
Impact Circles



IN 2020... 106
EMPOWERMENT 
WORKSHOPS

94%
PROGRAM 
 COMPLETION
RATE

108
FLATHEAD
VALLEY
TEENS

127
RESTORATIVE  
CONFERENCES

11%
RECIDIVISM
RATE

What Teens are saying
...CRYJ

The CRYJ experience has helped

me find the truly positive part of

my life to this day, and for that I

want to say thank you. I hope that

one day I can reflect back on this

ongoing experience and become

stronger and have more hope. I

believe that I will make a change

this year to focus on the positive

and strive for my future goals

RT, 17
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93%

62%

Had a positive impact on me

Improved my outlook on the future

Helped me feel like my voice mattered 

Helped me understand how my
actions impact others

Improved how I feel about myself

Recidivism rate - that's the
percentage of teens that
re-offend or are further

involved in the youth court
system for another

offense after completing
CRYJ. Statewide, and for all
agaes, Montana's three-
year recidivism rate isabout 44%



First Interstate Foundation

P.D. Jackson Foundation

Oro y Plata Foundation

Montana Board of Crime Control

Flathead County Commissioners

Youth Court Services

Whitefish Community Foundation

State of Montana

FUNDERS &
FOUNDATIONS

PARTNERS & BUSINESS IN-KIND
Care Fam Program

Flathead Health Department 

Kalico Art Center

Kalispell Public Schools 

Kalispell Police Department 

The Heart Locker 

Big Brothers Big Sisters

Montana Academy

Bonsai Brewing Project

Casey's of Whitefish

Center for Native Plants

Ceres Bakery- move to 2019

Montana Coffee Traders

Sweet Peaks Ice Cream

Swirl Cotton Candy

Wasabi Sushi Bar

COMMUNITY SUPPORT 

Valeri McGarvey - President

Rick Flink - Vice President

Marj Dezort - Treasurer

Sara Cole - Secretary

Dave Bailon

Tracy Brink

Cory Clarke

BOARD OF
DIRECTORS

 So much grattitude to these folks. They brought snack for teens,

they were community members participating in Community

Impact Circles, they were mentors, guest speakers at workshop,

got sweaty in the garden, helped CRYJ move offices, and so many

more things!

VOLUNTEERS

Tracy and Coryjoined the boardin 2020. Welcometo them!

Thanks 
volunteers!



Anonymous (21)

AGL Foundation

Angora Ridge Foundation

ALM Home Services

Clayton Andrews

Brent Applegren

Jen  Asebrook

Carly Baumgarten

Andrea Bachman

Jan and Cheryl Bachman

Summerfield and Julie Baldridge

Bill and Betsy Bayne

Kate Berry and Eric Kanter

Carol Bibler

Jack and Nancy Biddle

Cameron Blake and Sandy Gray

Diana and Michael Blend

Ginny Boone

Katie Boyd

Gretchen and Matt Boyer

Mattew Brake

Charles Brasen and Monica Jungster

Katy and Scott Brooke

John Browning

Sara and Ryan Busse

Giuseppe Caltabiano

Chuck Cameron and Vita Wright

Nick and Karen Chickering

Lauren Casey

Mona Charles

Kim Clausen

Connie Cohen

Sara Cole

Jake Cook

Deidre and Tim Corson

CJ and Betsy Cummings

John and Lois Cummings

The Cuisine Machine

Last Chair Kitchen and Bar

COMMUNITY SUPPORT 
DONORS

Erika Johnson

Rosemary and David Johnson

  Sylvia Kerchner and Lloyd Jones

     Charles Katerba

        Katherine Holley

         Margaret Kearney

           John and Cheryl King

           Erika and Aaron Klug

         Burket and Claire Kniveton

         Betsy and Dan Kohnstamm

    Kramer Family Fund

   Paul Lamb

Arnold and Karen Larsen

Tara Lee

Todd and Erica Lengacher

Bret and Ruth Luedke

Scotty and Gayle MacLaren

Marianne Madler

Malone Family

Paul and Janice McCann

John and Rosemary McKinnon

Rhona and Jerry Meislik

Cody Meixner

Brian and Heidi Miller

Bill Montgomery

Ed and Barb Myers

Sam and Ruth Neff

Park Side Credit Union

Larry and Val Parsons

Christine Phillips

Joel and Chantel Pemberton

Janine and Gary Presson

Ptarmigan Insurance Agency-Jeff

Currie

Quail Roost Foundation

Tom and Teresa Quinn

Dru Rafkin and Gary Yee

Doug and Nikki Reed

Michael Renaud

Deborah Rhodes

Davidson Construction, Inc.

Ryder and Naomi Delaloye

Camille and Jacob Dietz

 Gabe and Nettie Dillon

    Marj Dezort

     Paige Doda

     Nell Doyle

    Noel Drury

    Felicia Ennis

Bart and Carole Erickson

Richard and Elise Eslinger

John and Marianne Evenhuis

First Interstate Bank

Forest Acres Mobile Home Park

Katie and Brandon French

Fun Beverage, Inc.

Pam Gerwe and Mike Jopek

Girl Digs Dirt

Glacier Bank

Michael and Jamie Goguen

Bill and Jana Goodman

David Gordon

Richard Gordon and Cheryl Watkins

Karen Gunderson

Richard Haberkern

Dan and Marcey Hafferman

Kaye and Bruce Haller

William and Phylis Hanna

Tom and Sue Harding

Dennis Heinzig and Iona McMillan

Molly and William Hobgood

Justin and Katherine Holley

Brett Holmquist

Kendra Hope and Paul Sheehan

Trevor and Kacy Howard

Will and Leslie Hunt

Mary Huston and A.J. Coulter

Ila B. Dousman Fund

Lauren Jarrold

Claudine Johnson

Rocky Mountain Outfitter 

Marc and Francine Roston

John and Carol Santa

Anne Scott-Markle

Don and Colleen Scharfe

Kristen Schepker

Scot Schermerhorn

Glenn and Barbara Schiffman

Mark Schmidt

Molly Schmit

Anne Scott-Markle

Jessica Shaw

Lisa Sears

Barbara June Seelye

Brenna Sellars

Courtney Shaefer

Hilary and Tim Shaw

Frank and Nancy Sherrill

Lucy Smith

Vera Smith

Will and Bonnie Smith

Jason Spring and Angie St. Onge

Albert Schumacher and Margaret Stadler

  Jennifer and August Stein

    Tamarack Foundation, Inc.

      Janis Taylor

       Ron and Merna Terry

      Carrie and Michael Thiel

    Linda Thomas

   Tracy Foundation   

  Andi Utter

John and Kristen Vandenburgh

Shepherd Waldenberger

Charles Webster and Debra Bond

Jennifer Wheeler

Steve and Ardy Whisler

Whitefish Mountain Resort-Dan Graves

William Hanna

Randall and Kristin Zuckerman

Our donors provide
more than 1/3 of our
annual organizational
costs! Thanks to you
for your continued

support!

Every effort
 has been made to

ensure the accuracy of
this list. Please contact
CRYJ to report errors

or omissions 

More
than 175
donors!



INCOME

Management 
16%

EXPENSES

Programs 
66%

We striveto provide low or
no-cost participation to

local teens, and never let
financial barriers stand 

in a teen's way ofparticipation

Fundraising
 18% $250,029

Highlights f
rom 2020

include our greatest

success in the

Whitefish Communi
ty

Foundation
's Great

Fish Challenge

$308,539
Government 

Grants 
36%

Donations & 
Fundraising  

43%

Foundations 
20%

Program Fees - 1% 

This is the heart ofCRYJ!! We are proud
that we spend as much

as we do on the teens
and families we serve

2020 FINANCIALS



EMPOWERING 
YOUTH.

 
STRENGTHENING

COMMUNITY. 
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Who am I? It’s funny how I
have spent my whole life with
myself, and yet this question
ishard to answer. I am a
daughter, sister, student,
friend. I am the person that my
friends go to when they don’t
want to be alone in something.

JL, age 152020



THANK YOU FOR
EMPOWERING YOUTH &
STRENGTHENING COMMUNITY!
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