
At CRYJ:
97% felt their viewpoints and

needs are respected

95% felt encouraged to think

about how their actions

impact others

87% successfully completed

the CRYJ program

90% felt CRYJ had a positive

impact on them

 

 

  189 Youth

45% lived with a single parent, in foster

care, or with extended family

36% had ongoing conflict with a parent

60% used drugs or alcohol

39% had a change in living situation

26% considered or attempted suicide

52% suspended from school

By the Numbers:
                  2019
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"We all need to take

accountability for ourselves.

I want people to know my

story as more than the

mistakes I’ve made. The

CRYJ experience has helped

me find the truly positive

part of my life, and for that I

want to say thank you"

Who is a "CRYJ Kid?"
There is absolutely no box that defines what being a "CRYJ Kid" is. Our youth represent every

demographic in the Flathead Valley. Some are challenged to meet basic needs, others appear

to have all the resources and support they need. The one thing they do have in common, that

we ALL have in common: we sometimes make choices that cause harm, large or small. What

matters most is how we move forward and who we choose to be. 



We couldn't decide if any of these things were really better than
any of the other things, so in no particular order: 

2019 Top 10
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Holiday Art Stroll - Featuring the art of teens from several communities in
the Valley

Supper Clubs - Two lovely summer garden dinners where teens grew the
food, cooked the food, and served the food at a community dinner!

The Garden - In collaboration with Kalispell Public Schools and the  Care
Farm Program, we grew 60 varieties of veggies, fruits, and flowers in 1000ish
square feet!

Mentorship - A new collaboration with Big Brothers Big Sisters, pairing a
CRYJ teen with a community volunteer

Documentary Showing: "Circles" - CRYJ hosted Eric, the restorative justice
practitioner at rhe center of the film, and a great dialogue about restorative
practices in schools and communities

37 Community Impact Circles - Restorative Practice at its finest, bringing
together teens, parents, and community to talk about action, impact, and
moving forward after harm has been caused

Great Fish Challenge success! - CRYJ had a blast raising awareness and
support for lots of cool Flathead Valley non-profit organizations 

96 Youth Empowerment Workshops - Cooking workshops are a teen
favorite, but these cover the gamut of job skills to emotional regulation, peer
pressure to self care, and everything between!

47 Real Talk Workshops - Opening the floor for hard conversations about
risk-taking and decision making

Youth Open Mic night - Poetry and music, oh my!



CRYJ Staff

Burket Kniveton

Catherine Gunderson

Jordan Boyce

Andrea Bachman

Mara Hanks

Shepherd Waldenberger

Ben Johnson

CRYJ Board

Claudine Johnson
President

Dave Bailon 
Vice President

Marj Dezort
Secretary/Treasurer

Valeri McGarvey

Betsy Cummings

Rick Flink

CJ Cummings

The CRYJ Team
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As a non-profit organization, we can't express enough gratitude to

the individuals, families, and businesses that provide financial and

in-kind support. CRYJ teens feel the love of a community that

cares for them -  Thank You!

Recognizing our Donors

Abbie Shelter

Koel and Lazette Abel

AGL Foundation

Summerfield and Julie Baldridge

Bill and Betsy Bayne

Kate Berry and Eric Kanter

Jack and Nancy Biddle

Cameron Blake and Sandy Gray

Diana and Michael Blend

Matt and Gretchen Boyer

Matthew Brake

Sara and Ryan Busse

Giuseppe Caltabiano

Mona Charles

Nick and Karen Chickering

CJ and Betsy Cummings

John and Lois Cumming

Jsacob and Camille Deitz

Nell Doyle

Edward Jones - Claudine Johnson

Bart and Carole Erickson

Heidi Escalante

John and Marianne Evenhuis

First Interstate Bank

Patrick Foley and Margaret Askew

Forest Acres Mobile Home Park

Katie and Brandon French

Glacier Bank

Glacier Outfitters

Tim and Ali Good

David Gordon

Richard Gordon and Cheryl Watkins

David Grady and Linda Engh-Grady

Greg and Catherine Gunderson

Kaye and Bruce Haller

Tom and Sue Harding

Bill Haring and Carol McSweeney

Gil and Ruth Harrison

Heart Locker

Dennis Heinzig and Iona McMillan

Karin Hilding and Rob Gordon

William and Molly Hobgood

Chris Holdhusen

Brett Holmquist

Kendra Hope and Paul Shehan

Kacy and Trevor Howard

Will and Leslie Hunt

Ila B. Dousman Fund

Sylvia Kerchner and Lloyd Jones

Britta Joy

Burket and Claire Kniveton

Betsy and Dan Kohnstamm

Paul Lamb

Love Lives Here

Paul and Janice McCann

Ken and Karen McFadden

Allan and Valeri McGarvey

John and Rosemary McKinnon

Jerry and Rhona Meislik

Richard Menicke and Jen Asebrook

Brian and Heidi Miller

Lance and Kelly Mortensen

Ed and Barb Myers

Kathryn Neff

Sam and Ruth Neff

Leif and Gloria Nelson

Park Side Credit Union

Jen Parsons

Larry and Val Parsons

Tony and Marylou Patterson

Cecelia Perleberg

Christine Phillips

Tom and Teresa Quinn

Dru Rafkin and Gary Yee

Roger and Kathy Rich

Scott and Janet Ringer

Francine Roston

David Sandler and Erika Johnson

Don and Colleen Scharfe 

Scot Schermerhorn

Glenn and Barbara Schiffman

Anne Scott-Markle

Selah Charitable Trust

Tim and Hilary Shaw

Jamie and Janna Shennan

Nancy Smalley

Vera Smith

Will and Bonnie Smith

Jason Spring and Angie St. Onge

Step Ahead Foot & Ankle Clinic

Tamarack Foundation, Inc.

Ron and Merna Terry

Carrie and Michael Thiel

UAC, Inc.

Mark and Heidi Van Everen

Tagen and Carrie Vine

Michael and Valerie Waldenberger

Charles Webster and Debra Bond

Jane and Scott Wheeler

Steve and Ardy Whisler

Randy and Kristen Zuckerman

We do our best to make sure we
recognize all of our donations;
please contact us with any errors or
omissions we may have made. 
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In addition to our donors, significant support comes from

relationships we have built with partner agencies, businesses, non-

profits, and private foundations. Collectively, they do everything

from bringing snacks or guest speaker expertise to a CRYJ

workshop to hosting space for events, and providing essential

resources for CRYJ programs.

Business and Non-Profit Partners

Care Farm Programs

Casey's of Whitefish

Frame It

Kalispell Heart Program

Kalispell Public Schools

Montana Coffee Traders

Mountain View Mennonite Church

Sweet Peaks Ice Cream

Swirl Cotton Candy

Two Rivers Aikido

Wasabi Sushi Bar

Community
Partnerships

Foundations and Funders

First Interstate Foundation

Flathead County Commissioners

Montana Board of Crime Control

Oro y Plata Foundation

P.D. Jackson Family Foundation

Tracy Family Foundation

Whitefish Community Foundation

Youth Court Services
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2019 Financials

 

Management
15%

Programs 
 68%Fundraising

17%

Operational Reserves
12%

Program Fees
4%

Donations
 and Fundraising 

27%
Foundations

13%

Government Grants
43%

Income: $251,894

Expenses: $251,894

It's always our goal to provide
low or no cost programming
to the teens and families we
work with - and we never let
financial barriers exclude
anyone from participating at
CRYJ!

Every year, donor support
becomes a larger piece of
our pie - and why we need to
say it again: thank you for
your support of CRYJ!

That's a big chunk! We're
really proud to be able to put
that much of our expenses
directly into our teen
programs!

One of the biggest
chunks of this is our
partnership with Youth
Court Services -
funded by the State of
Montana
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