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By Rachel Koepke

These words beam in bright yellow on the website for 
the Center for Restorative Youth Justice (CRYJ). They 
are the words of a young person who was empowered 

by the center to alter the path of their life. 
CRYJ is a nonprofit organization that serves more than 250 
Flathead Valley teens each year, cultivating a sense of self-
awareness, empathy and accountability for local at-risk 
teenagers and their families. Since its establishment as a 
county-supported peer court in 1998, CRYJ has stayed true to 
its mission of empowering 
and strengthening the 
community, especially 
teens, families and victims.
“CRYJ offers restorative 
justice programs in the 
form of community 
impact circles, family 
conferences and victim-
offender conferences,” 
explained CRYJ Executive 
Director  Cather ine 
Gunderson. In addition 
to these programs, CRYJ 
offers “weekly workshops 
focused on life skills 
like cooking, stress 
management, healthy 
communication, drug and 
alcohol harm reduction 
and job readiness.”
Early intervention and positive experiences are the primary 
focus of CRYJ, especially for at-risk teens. “We provide 
opportunities to be both challenged in their perspective and 
celebrated for their individuality,” Gunderson said. “We hope 
that, in all we do, each young person is met with a sense of 
respect and safety as they take next steps toward changing 
their trajectory.”
Gunderson joined CRYJ in 2008, serving in various roles 
before landing in her current position as executive director. 
Inspired and fascinated by the adolescent stage of human 
development, she now works to support teens going through 
rough patches in their lives. 

“There are so many youth 
who are navigating these 
challenges with very little 
support, some focused on 
just meeting basic needs 
for themselves and their 
families,” she said. “I am 
inspired by the strength 
and resilience these young 
people have every day.” 
When the weather 
cooperates, many of the 
programs and activities 
are moved outside, thanks 
to partnerships with 

School District 5 and the Care Farm Program. “At least twice 
a season, we host a youth-run pop-up restaurant experience 
called Supper Club,” Gunderson said. “Tickets are sold for a 
family-style meal onsite at the garden, where youth have 
engaged in all aspects of the evening - harvesting vegetables, 
preparing the meal with a guest chef in the kitchen and 
serving to community members who are there to celebrate 
their successes.” The next Supper Club will be held on August 
15. Visit www.restorativeyouthjustice.org to find tickets and 
more information.
In order to cover costs, CRYJ participates in various 
fundraising events. The Whitefish Community Foundation 
hosts an annual charitable giving campaign to raise funds 
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"IN THE FUTURE I WANT THE 
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INTELLIGENT KID WHO HAS MOVED 
ON. I WANT THEM TO KNOW THAT 
MY HEART IS VERY SOFT.” 
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for more than 50 local non-
profit organizations, including 
CRYJ. This fundraiser, known 
as the Great Fish Community 
Challenge, will run from July 
25 through September 13. 
“We are honored to work 
alongside so many great 
organizations doing amazing 
work,” Gunderson said. “We 
depend on these generous 
community donations to 
provide our services throughout 
the year!” 
CRYJ also relies heavily on 
volunteers and supportive 
members of the community. 

“We provide training, mentoring and empowering 
opportunities for youth and adults to learn from each other,” 
she said. “Community volunteers collaborate with CRYJ staff 
for workshops on relationships, health, special art projects, 
literature discussions, job fairs, financial literacy and more.” 
Besides friendly volunteers, CRYJ is in need of supplies like 
healthy snack foods and items for arts and crafts projects. 
Each month, CRYJ teens serve community meals and donate 
a crock pot to a family in need. Other events offered by CRYJ 
include open houses and special events.
“I have learned so much about what is most important to 
me in life - helping people to connect with and understand 
each other, encouraging people to be who they are,” 
Gunderson said. “I’ve experienced much growth and change 
in our programs and capacity, and felt truly proud of this 
organization - all that is past, present and possible.”

For more information about CRYJ visit 
www.restorativeyouthjustice.org. Offices are located at 29 
Third St. Kalispell, MT 59901 in the historic KM building. 
CRYJ is open from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday through 
Thursday. Reach them by phone at 406-257-7400 or by email 
at info@restorativeyouthjustice.org. 
For more information about the Great Fish Challenge visit 
www.restorativeyouthjustice.org/gfc2018. 

“KNOWN FOR EXCELLENCE, TRUSTED FOR VALUE”

BUFFALO HILL FUNERAL HOME                
& CREMATORY

1890 Hwy 93 North Kalispell, MT 59901
   (406) 752-0336        www.buffalohillfh.com

email ~ wecare@bhfuneralhome.com

AFFORDABLE ~ HONEST ~ COMPASSIONATE
The Flathead Valley's oldest, most trusted, independent family owned funeral home

On site crematory ~ which means your loved one never leaves our care
Honest upfront pricing ~ We've never had to publicly express "no hidden fees" ~ we've never had any
No cost help to publish obituaries ~ No matter what services you choose
Treating every family as if it were our own family
We have only one concern, and that is about serving you and your families needs, NOT OUR 
SHAREHOLDERS NEEDS
We accept pre-arrangements from all other funeral homes
Community involved ~ supporting our children and many veterans organizations here in the Valley

    "Known for excellence , Trusted for Value"

THREE WORDS SUM UP WHY MORE FAMILIES CHOOSE BUFFALO HILL FUNERAL HOME 
THAN ANY OTHER FUNERAL HOME IN THE FLATHEAD VALLEY
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THREE WORDS SUM UP WHY MORE FAMILIES CHOOSE BUFFALO HILL FUNERAL 
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AFFORDABLE ~ HONEST ~ COMPASSIONATE

WE ARE PROUD TO BE AN INDEPENDENT FAMILY OWNED FUNERAL HOME
SERVING ALL COMMUNITIES IN THE FLATHEAD VALLEY

WHERE YOUR FAMILY IS TREATED AS IF THEY WERE OUR FAMILY
Honest Upfront Pricing

Our staff is honored to bring such a vital service to this community, abiding by an 
uncompromising dedication to serving our families


